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cooking apparatus, for this 27,000 feet camp
It was a big thing to ask of them. For up tc
this time even unladen men had not ascendec
higher than 24,600 feet. And that extra 2400 feel
to be climbed by laden men might well prove
the last straw. But unless the porters could dc
it there was little chance of the climbers reach-
ing the top. It is true, one tent instead of twc
might possibly be carried, and two climbers
instead of four might make the final effort. But
this would be risky. One might be taken il]
or have an accident and the other be incapable
of bringing him back. Four climbers for the
last 2000 feet, and therefore two tents at 27,000
feet was the object to aim at.
And if this were to be done there must be a
camp at 25,000 feet, intermediate between the
highest camp and the North Col Camp at 23,000
feet; and between the North Col Camp and the
Base Camp a string of probably three camps on
the east Rongbuk Glacier which was the way
by which the North Col was to be approached.
And the carrying of tents for these camps, carry-
ing the flour, meat and other provisions for the
climbers and porters, carrying the yak dung
fuel, and carrying all the other paraphernalia of
camp life necessitated the employment of much
transport in some form or other. On the high
camps above the glacier only Bruce's special
porter corps could be used. But this work alone
would try them to the utmost. Bruce was,